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J udith Nell Couch Taylor, daughter of Lewis C. and Mary Nell Poyner Couch, was

born February 15, 1947, in Martin Tennessee. She departed this life Saturday,
March 26, 2016, in her home, in Bolivar, Missouri, at the age of sixty-nine years, one

month, and eleven days.

On June 8, 1968, she was united in marriage to Dr. C. Pat Taylor, and to this union
two daughters were born.

Her parents preceded her in death.
Judy is survived by her loving husband of forty-seven years, Dr. C. Pat Taylor, of the

home; two daughters, Marijo Elizabeth Gronewold, and her husband, Tom, of

Homer Glen, Illinois, and Dr. Charla Couch Austermann, and her husband, Dr.
Adam, of Ellisville, Missouri; two grandsons, Drew and Luke; a sister, Jenny Dowell,

and her husband, Billy, of Union City, Tennessee; a niece, Ginger Brasfield, and her
husband, Jay, of Jackson, Tennessee; a nephew, Billy Dowell, Jr., and his wife,

Meredith, of Orlando, Florida; a number of cousins; as well as a host of other

relatives and many friends.
She lived her early years in Martin, Tennessee, where she graduated from Martin

High School. She then attended the University of Tennessee, at Martin, where she
earned her Bachelor’s Degree. After she and Pat were married, they first made their

home in Marion, Kentucky, where Judy began teaching. She started her Master’s
Degree in Education at Western Kentucky University and completed her studies in

1971. Shortly after that, the family moved to Memphis where Judy taught second

grade in the Memphis public schools and then first grade at the Southern Baptist
Educational Center. After the family moved to Nashville, she became the Dean of

Women for Belmont University and she and Pat were Resident Directors, “dorm
parents”, at Pembroke Hall for three years. They then moved to Jackson, Tennessee

where she taught in the education department of Union University for seven years.
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In 1986, they moved to Shawnee, Oklahoma, where she taught fulltime and was

Director of the Student Teaching Program at Oklahoma Baptist University. In 1996,
the Taylor’s moved to Bolivar, Missouri, where Pat became the President and Judy

was the First Lady of Southwest Baptist University. Judy was an Assistant Professor at
SBU from 1997 until 2006, and became greatly involved in ongoing campus

beautification projects. She was the director of an English Institute for SBU’s

partnership with the state of Roraima in Brazil. Judy poured herself into the lives of
SBU students throughout the years and was a gracious hostess to countless University

events. She shared Pat’s vision of making SBU the best it could be in every facet. In
2013, she was presented an Honorary Doctorate in Education Degree from

Southwest Baptist University.

Judy professed her faith in Christ early in life, and was an active member of First
Baptist Church in Bolivar. She was involved in all phases of church work, possessed a

deep faith in God and lived her faith in home, church, and in her professional career.
She belonged to the PEO Club, and the Daughters of the American Revolution. She

also loved music and was a gifted pianist. She was a wonderful and devoted partner

to Pat in every facet of life.
Judy never met a day she did not like and always had a positive attitude. Her favorite

saying was, “Bloom where you are planted everyday”, which reflected her devout
faith in God and her desire to serve Him to the fullest each day.

Judy was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, and cousin. Her dedication
and love for her family was a compass in her life and she always made sure her

family was a priority. She adored her daughters and especially loved her grandsons.

She will be fondly remembered for her devotion to family, education, church and to
the students of Southwest Baptist University. Her footprint of faith and dedication to

her Lord will follow her into eternity and no doubt she will be welcomed with “Well
done thou good and faithful servant…..enter into the presence of the Lord.”

Memorial contributions may be made to the Judy Taylor Campus Beautification Fund through
Butler Funeral Home, 407 E Broadway, Bolivar, Mo. 65613
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Visitation

Sells Administration Center at Southwest Baptist

University

1600 University Avenue, Bolivar MO 63613

Service

Mabee Chapel at Southwest Baptist University

1600 University Avenue, Bolivar MO 65613

Cemetery Details

Greenwood Cemetery

W. Maupin St, Bolivar MO 65613
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Tuesday, March 29, 2016

4:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT

Wednesday, March 30, 2016

2:00 PM CT
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MI Michelle posted:

I'm so sorry for your loss, and send my condolences. This is one of the hardest times in a family's

life, always know that others care. Most important God cares. He has promised a time when he will

"swallow up death forever and he will wipe the tears from all faces." (Isaiah 25:8) Praying for your

family, and praying you will find comfort in this promise.

April 1 at 3:21 AM

DS Desiree Sigler posted:

May the "hearer of prayer"continue to strengthen your family during this most difficult time. The days

ahead will get easier,as those close to you provide the support and encouragement you need to stay

strong. Share your memories they will be a source of comfort that can help you and your family to

cope and grant you peace.

April 1 at 2:51 AM

LA Laverne posted:

My sincerest condolences to Judy's family on her passing. Though your hearts are pained at this

moment, may you find comfort in the Creator's promise to bring all of our dead loved ones back to

life on a paradise earth as he originally purposed. Judy has a wonderful future ahead of her. (Isaiah

26:19; Isaiah 65:21-23; Psalm 37:10, 11)

March 30 at 6:16 AM

GW

Becky And Tommy Wilson March 29 at 1:49 PM

Judy was a very special person. May God's peace be with you all, Pat, Marijo and Charla.

George Williams posted:

Pat, you and the girls are in our thoughts and prayers. Judy was a special lady. We knew that the

very first time we met with you and Judy to tour the construction and renovation of the Wellness

Center.George and Elaine Williams

March 26 at 7:00 AM

BW
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Judy by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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